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Sumner's proposition, in 1872, that the colors
of the national regiments should not bear the
names of battles of the civil war in which they
had been carried, was not at first well received at
the North. The Massachusetts legislature, then
in extra session, voted in the first heat of irritation
to censure their Senator for this magnanimous
concession to the feelings of a conquered section
of the country that had returned to its allegiance.
Whittier was greatly annoyed by this hasty action
of the legislature, and set about creating a public
sentiment that would force the next legislature to
expunge the vote of censure. He wrote to Sum-
ner: " I write just to tell thee not to believe for
a moment that the people of Massachusetts have
any sympathy with the * resolution' adopted by a
dead legislature galvanized into life by the gov-
ernor's proclamation for a special purpose. Not a
single respectable paper of any party has, to my
knowledge, indorsed it. It is deader than the
legislature itself. I have yet to see the first man
or woman who speaks in its favor. Depend upon
it, the heart of the old Commonwealth is sound
and generous and turns towards thee with its old
love and gratitude. She has learned to value
pure-handed public servants. Dear friend of many
years, be assured and hopeful. All is safe. God
bless thee and have thee ever in his holy keeping."

A fortnight afterward he wrote on the same
subject, after mentioning a report he had received
of Sumner's failing health: " I hope thee will
not make an effort to speak this term. The
country is coming out all right as to thy 'flag1